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ANGOLA

OIL DRILLING CAPACITY TO EXPAND, OUTPUT TO RISE IN 1987

Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German 17 Dec
86 p 2

[Article by W.An.: "Angola Increases 0il Production: No New Credits from
American Banks/Thirteen Offshore Concessions"]

[Text] O0il Production is the most important mainstay of the Angolan economy.
American companies still own considerable shares of this sector, even though
the American government has indicated that it wishes the companies to give up
their business dealings there. Washington supports Unita, the anticommunist
insurgent movement, while Cuban troops aid the government of Angola.

The state-run Sociedade Nacional de Combustiveis de Angola (Scnangol), Iuanda,
recently announced that oil production in Angola is currently running to about
300,000 barrels a day (1 barrel = 159 liters), compared with an average of
about 245,000 barrels a day the previous year. The Sociedade expects
production to increase by 1990 to approximately 500,000 barrels per day. Of
the present extraction rate, the Cabinda enclave accounts for about 190,000
barrels a day; the remaining 110,000 barrels a day are produced by offshore
oil fields and by fields on the mainland. Total production for 1985 is put at
11.76 million tons, compared with 10.36 million in 1984.

The Cabinda Gulf Oil Company (Cabgoc), 49 percent of which is held by the
American Chevron Corporation and 51 percent by Sonangol, is operating in the
Cabinda enclave. Cabgoc has almost completed preparations for the
exploitation of the new field of Takula. A natural gas transport system is
also to be installed in this field between 1987-1989. The output of the
productive Takula field has already reached about 110,000 barrels per day.

The development of the Takula oil field requires considerable investment
funding, which is being financed primarily through bank credits. In the fall
of 1985, an international banking consortium headed by the Bankers Trust
Company granted Sonangol a credit of $70 million and Cabgoc another $21
million credit. The American Exim Bank had previously granted credits
amounting to $129.7 million. An additional $17.2 million in credits were
provided by commercial American banks, and French banks made $114.8 available
in credits, which were guaranteed by Coface, the export credit insurance
institute. Because of a resolution passed by the American Congress, the Exim




Bank will no longer grant credits to Angola, where Cuban troops are still
stationed. Its role will be taken over by French and British banks, in

particular.

- In the Cabinda enclave, Cabgoc has discovered another field, Numbl, which is
believed to be smaller than the nelghbormg field of Takula. Work is to begin
in 1987 on exploratory drilling in this area, which is considered very
promising by the Chevron Corporation. Among other activities, the
installation of a drilling platform is also planned.

Of the current output of 110,000 barrels per day in the fields outside of the
Cabinda enclave, the Palanca and Pacassa fields in Offshore Block No. 3
account for 70,000 barrels per day. The operation is run by ELf Aqultalne of
Paris, which controls 50 percent of its stock. Other partners in this
concession are the Swedish company Svenska Petroleum Exploration and the
Spanish Hispanoil, each of which holds 6.25 percent, as well as the Japanese
Mitsubishi Petroleum Development Company (MPDC) with 12.5 percent. These
three companies toock over the share that had been held by Mobil Corporation, a
New York-based American company, which had withdrawn from Angola. An Italian
corporation, Agip SpA, also has a share of 15 percent.

There are 13 offshore oil concession blocks in all along Angola's coastline,
as well as the concession blocks of the Congo Basin and the Kwanza Basin on
the mainland. In the Kwanza Basin concession, Sonangol and the Fina Petroleos
de Angola (FPA), a subsidiary of the Belgian firm Petrofina S.A., Brussels,
hold an interest of 51 percent and 49 percent, respectively. Partners in the
Congo Basin concession are Sonangol with 51 percent, the FPA with 32.66
percent and the American company Texaco Incorporated with 16.33 percent.

Petrangol, which operates the only oil refinery in the count]:y, is a joint
venture of FPA and Sonangol.

FPA controls 60 percent and Sonangol 40 percent of Petrangol. The crude oil
refinery, which had a processing capacrty of 1.5 million tons annually,
processed 1.45 million tons of crude in 1985. TIts output capacity was
recently expanded by 3,000 to 5,000 barrels per day in accordance with plans
drawn up by Foster Wheeler (Itallana) Sorefame, a Portuguese firm, was
awarded the construction contract. Moreover, 9 new storage tanks were put
into service in 1985, at a cost of $12.5 million. As a result, the total
storage capacity of the refinery has been increased to 280,000 cubic meters.

12792
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JAPANESE GRANT EARMARKED FOR AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 30 Jan 87 p 8

[Article by Gabriel Williams]

[Text]

/9317

Japanese Ambassador
to Liberia, Hideo
“sshikawa, yesterday ex-
pressed his country’s will-
ingness to continue to

support Liberia's efforts

to attain self-sufficiency
in food production.
Ambassador
Yoshikawa was speaking
at the Foreign Ministry in
Monrovia at the signing
ceremony of the exchange
of notes under which the

Government of Japan will
extend to the Liberian

Government a grant of up
to 200 million Yen (about
$1.3 million) as a con-
tribution to the increase
of food production in
Liberia.

. The Liberian Govern-
ment will use the grant to
purchase agricultural
chemicals, agricultural
machinery and vehicles.

Ambassador
Yoshikawa emphasized
the importance the
Liberian Government at-

CSO: 3400/117

taches to -its Green
Revolution program, and
said Japan was willing to
support Liberia’s efforts
to attain the goal of self-
sufficiency in the produc-
tion of its staple food.

The Japanese envoy
noted that the most im-
portant factor for solving
the shortage of food in
developing countries is the
effort made by each coun-
try for increased food
production.

Based on this, he said,
Japan has supplied
agricultural commodities
since 1977 to support such
efforts, and that Japan
has already contributed
significantly to the pro-
gress of developing coun-
tries which attach priority
to agricultural develop-
ment. :

He said for this pur-
pose, Japan has made two.
grants amounting to 400
million yen (about $2.3
million) to Liberia.

LIBERIA

For his part, Foreign
Mihister J. Bernard
Blamo expressed the
Liberian Government’s
satisfaction and apprecia-
tion for the significant
assistance ' the Japanese
Government continues to
render Liberia in the fields

-of agriculture, health,

education and com-
munications, amohg
others.

He underscored the
significance of the grant
in view of the Green
Revolution program being
pursued by the govern-
ment and people of
Liberia.

Dr. Blamo also thanked
the Japanese Government
for assigning Japanese
volunteers, who are serv-
ing in various areas in the
country. ‘“We are happy
to note that there are:
about 51 volunteers cur-
rently in Liberia since the
first group arrived here in
1979, he added.




FINANCE MINISTER TUBMAN ON NEW TAX SCHEME

Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 16 Jan 87 pp 2, 7

[Text]

/9317
CSO: 3400/117

The Minister of
Finance, Hon. Ro-
bert. C. Tubman,

‘'says  that the

launching of the
new tax payment
scheme was intro-
duced inorder to
alleviate diffi-
culties on ade-
quate control over
government reve-
nues.

He said that the
measure:  imple-
mented by the :o-

vernment, will

help to minimize
the loss of much
needed . revenues
in the country.

Minister Tubman
made the statement
yesterday at his
Broad Street of-
fice durning the
official launching
of the new tax
payment system.,

Hle said that the
program was recom-
mended to the Eco~-
nomic and Finan-
cial Management
Committee (EFMC)
by the. Ministry

of TFinance to
phase out the cen-
tral cashering
unit at the lini-
stry and transfer
the functions of
receiving and de-
positing  govern-
ment revenues to
the National Bank
of Liberia and all
commercial banks
“n the country.
‘tiinister  Tubman

- said that in the

past, the ministry
had experienced
problems in insti-
tuting control
procedures over
the receiving and
depositing of go-
vernment revenues.

According to
him, the principal
areas where these
problems have ex-

isted included,
the reconcilia-
tion of actual
collections to

bankings, the is-
sue of worthless
checks by taxpa-

LIBERIA

yers which
caused government
substantial  louss

of revenues,
"vhe difficulties
experienced by

taxpayers in the
payment of their
taxes at our cen-
tral cashering
unit," as often
much time was was-
ted in long queues
and the overall
control over the
issue of govern-
ment flag: re-
ceipts,

He said that the
program was offi-
cially - launched
to ensure a system
of proper control
and adequate ac-
countibility over
the generation o
government reve-
nues,

Earlier, the
President of Libe-
rian, Dr. Samuel
K. Doe, said the
new system of tax




CULTURE, TOURISM DIRECTOR KAMARA SUSPENDED, PROBE UNDERWAY

Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 16 Jan 87 pp 1, 6

[Text]

/9317
CSO: 3400/118

Mr. Jallah K.K.
Kamara has been

suspended  indefinitely
as Director-General of
the National Bureau of
Culture and Tourism
and is under probe by
the Justice Ministry.
According to an Ex-
ecutive Mansion release,
Mr. Kamara's suspension
will remain in force until
he is cleared by the Justice
Ministry, for allegedly fail-
ing to uphold his financial
obligations to some

private citizens and

business enterprises.

The release further
stated that during the
suspension of Mr. Kamara,

‘the Deputy Director.

General of the Cultural
Bureau,. Miss Scholastica
Doe, will serve as acting
Director-General.

President Doe further
warndéd government of-
ficials against using their
offices to take advantage
of citizens and businesses
in the country.

Mr. Kamara's suspen-

sion comes in the wake of

numerous complaints by
citizens, of  the
deteriorating condition of
the National Cultural
Center (Kendeja) and the
Providence Island. ~

Of late, there has been a
tussle between Mr.
Kamara and Information
Minister Momolu Getaweh
concerning the return of
the Cultural Bureau to the
Ministry of Information.

But observers commend
Mr. Kamara for his
relentless efforts in keep-
ing the National Cultural
Troupe prepared to meet
foreign guests and per-
form  at ~official
ceremonies. S

LIBERIA




LIBERIA

GABRIEL DOE ACCUSED OF PIRACY, JOHNSON-SIRLEAF ESCAPE

Monrévia DAILY OBSERVER in English 27 Jan 87 pp 1, 6

[Text] The Government of Liberia has charged Mr Gabriel C. Doe, a prominent
Liberian businessman, with piracy. He is due to appear in the Magisterial
Court today for preliminary hearings.

Mr Doe, who was accused of having allegedly masterminded the escape of

Mrs Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf from the country last August, was picked up some
six days ago, following his return home on January 15. He was taken to
court yesterday, when he was formally charged and later graned a $3,000.00
bail. .

Mr Gabriel Doe, a tall, fair complexioned, naturally smiling young man
with low-cut curly hair, was escorted to the court yesterday by security
guards and furnished with a copy of the charges brought against him by
the State.

He was put on the prisoners' bench for as long as five hours while hurried
efforts were reportedly being made to secure his release on bail.

The charges, which were based on information provided by the Spanish pilot
of the Weasua aircraft, Mr Pedro Ballester, alleged that Mr Doe chartered
a Weasua aircraft at the James Spriggs Airfield on Saturday, August 31, 1986.

The charter was allegedly arranged with the ''general manager of the Spriggs
Airfield, Mr Pierre Autille (now out of the country) and pilot Pedro Jose
Ballester flew the EL-AJB Sey from Monrovia at about 9 a.m. Saturday,
August 31, 1986, to Buchanan, Grand Bassa County, where he was to meet Mr
Gabriel Doe and fly to Greenville, Sinoe County, and Cape Palmas, Maryland
County," the charges said. :

Upon arrival in Buchanan, the charges also said, "Mr Gabriel Doe and a lady
(unknown to Ballester) were on hand to board the flight, and the plane took
off from Buchanan with Mr Doe and the lady on board."

"While enroute to Cape Palmas," the records said, "Mr Gabriel Doe deceived
and directed the pilot to divert and change course..."
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The threc passengers sud-
denly found themselves in an
Ivorian town of Tobou
where, the charges stated,
“‘Mr. Gabriel Doe toid the
pilot that all requirements for
landing in Tobou were met
and ready’’.

The charges a}so said that
the three were warmly receiv-
ed by a group of people who
were on hand to receive them
on arrival.

It was thereatter that the
*“lady’’ whose identity is not
mentioned in the writ, but is
presumed to be the promi-
nent opposition party leader,
Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf,
left the scene and boarded a
plane to the United States of
America. She fled the coun-
try late August under
dubious circumstances. The
security have since launched
an investigation into how
Mrs. Sirleaf escaped from the
country.

Pilot Pedro Jose Ballester,
who piloted the aircraft. at
the time,. was briefly detained
for questioning. He made a
statement explaining how the
arrangement was made.

The general manager of
the Weasua Airlines
Transport Company, Mr. M.
Cassado, told newsmen then
that ke krew nothing about
the escapc of Mrs. Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf through
Weasua aircraft.

CSO: 3400/118

Justice Minister Jenkins
Scott told the Daily Observer
yesterday that Mr. Gabriel
Doe had been duly charged,
because investigations show
that Mr. Doe allegedly
played a role in the escape of
Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.

Mini_ster Scott said,
however, that Mr. Doe is be-
ing prosecuted not because of

-his connection with Mrs.

Sirleaf’s escape from the
country but because of
‘‘what he did to facilitate her
escape’’.

According to Minister
Scott, piracy is a felony of
the first degree with a penalty
of five years or otherwise,
depending on the cir-
cumstances.

Mr. Doe returned to the
country on January 15, and
not mid last week, as
previously reported by this
paper. He subsequently turn-
ed himself over to the
authorities in connection
with reports that the govern-
ment had information that he
had assisted Mrs. Sirleaf to
flee the country.

Mrs. Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, a leading member of
the Liberia Action Party
(LAP), fled the country late
last August, despite restric-
tions on her travel. Her
escape came shortly after she

had been granted uncondi-

tional clemency last Juqe
along with others for their

alleged involvement in the
abortive November 12, 1985
invasion. .

Reliable sources say that
Mr. Gabriel C. Doe’s com-
panies, the NACA Logging
Company in Sinoe County
and the Cavalla Timber
Corp., located on the
Zwedru-Greenville highway,
28 miles south of Zwedru,
have been closed down for
the last four months, follow-
ing allegations of his com-
plicity in the escape of Mrs.
Sirleaf.

But Justice Minister Scott
said he had no knowledge
that Mr. Doe’s companies
had been closed, nor had he
given any such orders. He
said he thought it might be
obvious that the companies
had ceased operations since
their proprietor had left the
country for an extended
period.

All efforts to reach the
managing director of the
Forestry Development
Authority last night proved
futile.

Meanwhile, relidable
sources say that Mr. Doe left
Roberts International Air-
bort (RIA) on September’ 3
last year, on a commercial
airline after he had requested
and had been granted an exit
visa. He was reportedly
travelling to France via Abid-
jan on timber business.




UP VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE RELEASED FROM CUSTODY

Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 14 Jan 87 pp 1, 8

[Text]
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Dr. S. Jabaru Carlon, who
was released from detention
yesterday, five days sfter he
was jailed for allegedly being
in possession of 32-revolver,
is scheduled to leave the
country today for the:
Ghanaian capital of Accra.
He will sit an interview for
the position of Registrar of
the West African Examina-
tions Council (WAEC).

The trip,  which wasd
originally scheduled for
Tuesday, was delayed until
today due to Dr. Carlon’s
detention.

. The UP Vice Presidential.
candidate was arrested last
Thursday at the Clay Check
Point on the Mohrovia-Bomi
Hills Highway while he was
on his way to attend the feast
of his brother who died last
year in Bendaja, Grand Cape
Mohint County.

He was detained at the 6th
Infantry Battalion, a military
barrack in Bomi Hills, Bomi
County, where he remainea

while the feast was held ove
ihe weekend. -

.On Madnday, he was
transferred to prison cell at
the' National Police Head-
quarters in Mohrovia.

Speaking to the Daily
Observer upon his release
yesterday, Dr. Carlon said he
spent over 90 hours in deten:
tion without indictment.

A legal practitioner has
said that the maximum
period which the law allows
one to be detained without
indictment is 48 hours.

Dr. Cerlon said besides a
statement he wrote upon the
request of military officers,
no actual investigation was
made into the matter.

Accoding -to a reliable
.source, Dr. Carlon was

released upon the order of a
« fenior government official

LIBERIA




COURT HEARS SUIT TO OVERTURN LPRC PRIVATIZATION PACT

Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 14 Jan 87 p 8

[Text]
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The Civil Law
court at the Tem-
ple of Justice be-

gan  preliminary
hearings into the
cancellation of

the joint venture
agreement  signed
between the Libe-

rian Government
and consortium of
U.S. investors

for privatization
of the Liberia Pe-
troleum Refining
Company (LPRC)
yesterday.

Under the agree-~
ment which was
signed last year,
Gadco-Petro Inter-
national Limited
of Buffalo, New
York, and ¢S In-
ternational of
Chicago, Illinois,

‘would rehabilitate

facilitates at the
LPRC, as well as
import and refine

crude oil in the
country, LINA
said,

During hearing
yesterday, lawyers
representing the
LPRC contended
that the agreement
reportedly signed
between the Libe-
rian Government
and the U.S. Con-
sortium was "tain-
ted with fraud"
and "violative of
the laws of Libe-
ria."” '

The lawyers ma-
intained that the
agreement '‘purpor-
ted" by the US,
investors was ne-
ver "ratified" by
the National ' Le-

gislature as: is
required by ‘law
in the process of
privatizing a pu-
blic corporation.

LIBERIA




LIBERIA

COMMODITY SALES BANNED ON SUNDAY

President Doe Issues Order Banning Sales
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 12 Jan 87 p 8

[Text] An order banning the sale of commodities on Sunday was yesterday
given by the Liberian Leader, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe.

Giving the order after worshipping at the First Providence Baptist Church
on [word indistinct] Street, President Doe mandated the Justice Ministry
to arrest and prosecute anyone found selling on Sunday.

Dr Doe also urged the ministry to ensure that all market buildings remain
closed and there should be no selling on the sidewalks from 6:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. on Sunday.

According to LINA quoting an Executive Mansion press release yesterday,
the Liberian Leader, while enroute to the Providence Baptist Church, was
disappointed to note that in disobedience to the Commandment of God and
in complete violation of the city ordinances, marketers at the Rally-Time
Market were engaged in their regular trade. :

This, Dr Doe said, was not only sinful but a disgrace for some of the
citizens of a Christian nation like Liberia to engage in this unwholesome
act.

"We cannot allow this kind of impurity to continue," he added.

President Doe's mandate comes few days after an official of the Liberia
Marketing Association (LMA), Mr John Varney, appealed to marketers to stop
selling on Sunday since the day was set aside to worship the Lord in
recognition of His mercies toward mankind. Mr Varney noted at the time
that the continuous habit by marketers to sell on Sunday shows disregard
for the holiness of the day.

Meanwhile, Dr Doe has called on the president of the L.M.A., MriIgnatius
Weah to warn his members throughout the country to take this seriously
because the ordinances will be enforced to the letter and there will be
no exceptions.

10




Muslims Cite Constitutional Provisions
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 19 Jan 87 p 8

[Text]

Just five days following an order by President Samuel
Kanyon Doe that there should be no more commercial ac-
tivities on Sunday, the Organization of Liberia Muslim
Youth (OLMY), comprising Muslim students, has called,
for the cancellation of the City Ordinance prohibiting

Sunday selling.
In a press releise issued
Friday. the Organization said
the enforcement ot the or-
dinance violated the provi-
sion of  the Constitwtion
which among other things
guarantees the right of all 1o
rrecdom of religion, withou
hindrance. L
Chapter three, Article 14
of the Constitution  states:
< Al persons shall be entitled
to freedom of thought, cons-
cience and religion and no
person shall be hindered in
the enjoyment thereol except
as may be required by law to
protect public safety, order,
health or morals or the fun-
damental crights and
freedoms of others.”
Article 14 also states, Al

persons who, in the practive” 7

of their  religion,  conduct
themselves  peaceably,  not
obstructing others and con-
torming 10 the standards set
out herein, shall be entitled
to the protection of the faw.”™”

The article adds: *No
relizious  denomination  or

sect shall have any exclusive .

prisilege or preference over
any other but all shall be
treated alike, for the exercise

of any civil right, Consistent
with the principles of separa-
tion of religion and state, the
Republic shall establish no
state réligion.””

Last Sunday "Dr. Doc
ordered the Justice Minister
to ensure that all markets arc
closed on Sunday and that no
selling  should. ke  place
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
on that day. President Doe,
noting that selling on Sunday
was in disobedience to the
commandments of God and
in complete violation of the
City Ordinances, urged the
Justice Minister to arrest and
prosecute anyone found sell-
ing on Sunday. :

Since his ~statement, the

Liberian  Leader has  con-

tinued to receive words of
commendation tor his move
by many church leaders. Just
vesterday LINA  reported
that many church leaders and
other citizens in"Bassa, Cape

.-Mount, Nimba and Boing
counties also extolled Presi-
dent Doce for banning Sunday

selling.

However, in their -press
release, OLMY said it believ-
ed that having laboured im-
mensely both materially and
morally tor the birth of the
new Constitution, President
Doe could not, by that man-
date. infringe upon the
religious  freedom of pon-
Christians. : ~

Meanwhile, the organiza-
tion has called on the Justice
Minister to seck the cancella-
tion of the City Ordinances
in question, T

Observers believe that the
muslim youth is making the
statement since Sunday is the
main day considered by them
(Muslims) as ‘*masket day’
As a result, the order would.
put them out of business.

Observers note that the
Muslims, -knowing that
Liberia was buift on Chris-
tian principles, are expected
to adhere to the order an

avoid citing c0nstitutiona7
provisions. . =

/9317 \
CSO: 3400/115
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REACTIONS TO INCREASED PUBLIC SCHOOL TUITION

Monrovia DAILY STAR in English 21 Jan 87 pp 1, 7

Public School Students Protest Increases

[Article by Ephrain S. Johns]

[Text]

Barely one day following news re-

port that students

at the Booker T.

Washington Institute (BWI) in Kakata,

Margibi County, are

"AGAINST TUITION

HIKE" at the institution, their com-
rades in several publicschools in Mon-
rovia yesterday protested against the

introduction of:

tuition in

public

schools beginning next academic year

(1987).

The fire of agony
began to burn
within the stu-
dents ° who went
wild following the
distribution of
leaflets, express-
ing an opposition
to the imposition
of the tuition
which the Ministry
of Education an-
nounced to be paid

by all students
attending public
schools.

In the leaflets
issued by the Mon-
rovia Consolidated
School System Stu-
dent Union (MCSS/
SU) yesterday, the
students said they

are opposing the
school fees in-
troduction due to
what they consi-
dered "a flagrant
violation" of
their "inaliena-
ble rights to edu-
cation as provided
for in the consti-

tution of our
country."
However, the

October 22, 1987
issue of the DAILY
STAR newspaper re-
ported that the
Minister of Edu-
cation, Mr. Othe-

1lo Gongar had

earlier denied
"rumours that the
ministry has plans
to introduce a
tuition system in
public schools in
the .country be-
ginning next aca-
demic year'.

At the time,
the Minister of
Education informed
this paper through
his Director for
Public Affairs,
Mr. R. Jarnyenneh
Moore, "that there
were no plans
afoot to introduce
tuition system
in public schools
in the country". .

LIBERIA



Notwithstanding,
the students said
if the - decision
is implemented,
it will "definite-
ly have a spill-
over effect" on
their parents be-
cause of the eco-
nomic strain they
are already ex-
periencing which

‘could mean an ex-

ploitation by the

government,
According to the
leaflets dated

January 20, 1987,
the students fur-
ther said the "de-
cision to impose
tuition payment
in public schools,
also comes into
sharp contradic-
tion with the re-
cently pronounced
policy of govern-
ment that parents

should send all
children of
school~going  age
to school or they
will be fined
$25.00.

They maintained
that the decision

48 -totally "un-

economic” since
it is coming at
a "point in our
history when in-
come which is the

principle of sa-

tisfaction, has
dropped dramati-
cally".

In the 1leaflet
signed by  Mr.
Cyril Howard on
behclf of the
Secretary General
of the Union and
approved by the
Union's Chairman,
Mr. Sekou W. Kan-
neh, the students
also mentioned

that the "intro-
duction of tuition
in p%lic schools
will seriously
create an increase
in the already
high illiteracy
rate in this. time
of economic
crisis."

Meanwhile, the
students said that
as a manifestation
of their desire
to continue the
"mobilization as
a conscious~-build-
ing process
against this un-
holy -decision",
they are calling
on all students
to attend a mass
meeting at the
Matilda Newport
Junior High School
on Friday, January
23, 1987 at 12:00
noon.

Teachers Support Hike as Necessary

Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 6 Feb 87 p 8

[Article by Philip N. Wesseh]

[Text]

It appears that public school students and teacher.
differ over a recent decision by the Education
Ministry for the payment of tuition in public schools
beginning this year. While students continue to ap-
peal to revoke the decision, the National Union of
Liberian Teachers (NULT) has officially announced
its support for the Ministry’s decision.

Speaking at the com-
mencement exercises of the
Bensonville High School on
Wednesday, NULT President
Saa Philip Joe declared that
the teachers were in support
of the payment of tuition in
all public schools inspite of
students’ plea to scrap the
decision.- 14 students receiv-

ed high school diplomas.

13

Recently, several students
and groups expressed their
complete opposition to the
Education Ministry’s -deci-
sion. Just last week, the Bong
Students Union and Alumni
Association of the Monrovia
Central High School express-
ed their resentment over the
decision.

They claimed that in these
times of financial difficulties,
it was not necessary to make
such a decision. The students
said they foresee a major
dropout of students if the
decision would remain in
force.
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However, in his statement,
Mr. Joe suggested that due to
the present financial con-
straints, “re-consideration be
given to pay half of the re-
quired amount to enable us
prepare for this great task”.

Compulsory Education

Mr. Joe dso revealed that
teachers have endorsed the
institution of compulsory
educaiion in the country in
that it would prepare all
Liberians towards the task of
nation building.

“It will afford all Liberian
citizens, regardless of ethnic
grouping or location, to make
use of the right to be
educated and utilize their
talents”, he noted. The NULT
boss perceived that this
would “weaken the system in
which the educated few most
often dominate  the
uneducated majority, and
deprive them of the right to
development”.

E ducational Problems

“Mr. Joe, however, remind
ed Government that the in-
troduction of the compulsory
education would create new
problems if some crucial pro-
blems were not solved.

14

Among the problems, Mr.
Joe cited the inadequacy of
schools, the need for addi-
tional teachers and more in-
stitutional materials. -

In his salutatory address,
Mr. John A.A. Gabriel, who
seems not totally against the
$50.00 tuition, however, call-
ed on the Education Ministry
to reduce this amount by 25
per cent. He also suggested
that government provide
students with needed tex-
tbooks if students are to pay
the $50.00 tuition.

Mr. Gabriel recommended
that government ensure that
teachers work in proportion
to their salaries. He also
spoke against the importa-
tion of films, which he said
are detrimental to the
Liberian society. He then
called on government to halt
such films into the country.

He called on students to put
aside indisciplined acts as
they would not benefit them
in their educational pursuit.
He told them to take their
education seriously and
respect higher authorities, He
spoke on the topic, “Students
and National Challenges”.




LIBERIA

BRIEFS

STUDENTS TO PRESENT GRIEVANCES--The University of Liberia Students Union
(ULSU) says it will present a package to President Samuel Kanyon Doe today
outlining serious problems affecting the university. At a joint meeting
held yesterday in the UL auditorium with the support staff of UL, the
President of ULSU, Mr Samuel Kofi Woods II, said among problems to be
submitted to the President are making necessary resources available for
the upkeep of the university; the need for a financial review of the
university; the reopening of the dormitories and the need to look at the
transportation situation. Mr Woods said ULSU will also express its
dissatisfaction over the incapable manner in which the university is being
run by the present administration. He expressed happiness at the timely
intervention by the President for the early reopening of the university.
[Text] [Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 23 Jan 87 p 6] /9317
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MOZAMBIQUE

BRIEFS

NETHERLANDS GIVES MILLIONS IN DEVELOPMENT AID—-The government of Holland has
agreed to give Mozambique assistance worth some $24 million for the development
of projects in several fields. The money will be used for technical assistance
in agriculture, health, fishing, water, and electricity. It will also cover
financing for a drainage project in Maputo city. The agreement, signed in
Maputo yesterday, also provides finances for the balance of payments through
the purchase of raw materials and spare parts for Mozambique's light industry.
A director in the Mozambican Ministry of Water and Construction, Lopes Pereira,
and the director of the Southern Africa Division in the Dutch Ministry of
Cooperation and Development, Mr (Russ), signed the agreement on behalf of

their governments. [Text] [Maputo in English to Southern Africa 1800 GMT

14 Feb 87] /8309

CSO: 3400/39
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CABINET MINISTER MAY LEAVE NATIONAL PARTY WHEN TERM ENDS

Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 20 Jan 87 pp 1, 7

[Article by Jim Freeman]

[Text]

/19274
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AXED NATIONAL Party Cabinet' Minister and
chief representative to the National Assembly, Mr

Eben van Zijl, is set to sp

lit

from the party when his

term of office in the Tintenpalast ends in ten days.

- Reacting to speculation
about his political future, both
in the national and second-tier
arenas, Mr van Zijl told The
Adbvertiser he was still an NP
man ‘for the moment’.

“Until midnight on January
30, 1 am the National Party’s
representative in the Cabinet
and the National Assembly.

" “But one second after mid-
night I become a free man;’ he
said. -

Mr van Zijl said he would
disclose his plans as soon as he
no longer occupied his posi-
tion as Minister of Agriculture,
Sea Fisheries and Water Af-
fairs. o o

Reacting to speculation that
the National Party had asked
him to remain in the Cabinet
rather than letting the new
representative, Mr Jannie de
Wet, run the risk of the party
losing the agriculture portfo-
lio. Mr van Zijl admitted he
had received requests to re-
main involved in National

Party affairs. o

v
!

However, he had also heard

“ridiculois” speculation that’

he was to becomie Namibia’s
first Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs. : .

This portolio is an impossi-
bility for the Transitional

- Government before Namibia

becomes independent,

Mr van Zijl said he refused
to make himself vulnerable by
disclosing his plans before he
left the Tintenpalast.

The most popularly mooted
jideas are that Mr van Zijl will
remain Minister without port-
folioin the Cabinet and that he
and his sacked followers in the
National Assembly and Con-
stitutional Council will break

“away from the Nats and form

their own pressure group wi-

thin the White Legislative As-

sembly.
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At present, representation in
the Legislative Assembly is
delicately balanced between
the NP and their arch-foes, Mr
Dirk Mudge’s Republican
Party.

NAMIBIA
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[ The SWAPO Youth
iLeague - has called on all
young South West Africans
to ‘vehemently reject’ mili-
tary conscription, and: urged

"the youth of the country to.
rather join the People’s:
“Liberation Army of Namibia

(PLAN).

At a press conference in .

Katutura on Tuesday, Mr
Jerry Ekandjo, Secretary of
‘the Youth League, condemn-
ed South Africa’s presence in’
South West Africa, and urg-
_ed young South West Afri-
_cans .to fight for the ‘total
liberation “ of this "beloved
country’. . '

Mr Ekandjo said that see-

ing that our country is a colo- -

.ny illegally” occupied by
foreign racist South Africa,
and the Namibian people do

"not have any government of-

their own, or any other in-

terests to defend, and all the -
major means of production
are owned by South Africa

“and other foreign capitalists,
.and the law they want to keep

here is the law of oppression
. and the order of murder and

extermination, the young
people of Namibia, under the
leadership of the SWAPO
Youth League vehemently re-
nounce and totally reject the

recruitment .of young Nami-

bians into the foreign occu-
pation forces- of South

“Africa.

YOUTH URGED TO 'VEHEMENTLY REJECT'! CONSCRIPTION

Windhoek THE WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 10 Jan 87 p 25

, Mr Ekandjo listed various
!arrocities committed against
our people by the Armed
Forces, and added that con-
sideririg the 1971 Interna-
tional Court of Justice Decla-
ration that South Africa’s
presence in South West
Africa was illegal, we reject
South Africa’s presence in
our country. The so-called
‘Army is here to destroy the:
Namibian nation.

Mr Ekandjo appealed to
the youth to follow the exam-,
ple of the three young
SWAPQ members who had
entered into litigation to
avoid being conscripted. He
called upon would-be con-
scriptees to publicly de-
nounce this evil Army.

He also condemned the
cadet system in schools, and
called upon teachers, parents
and school committees to put
a stop  to this diabolical
system because it is. just an
extension of the SADF in our
schools.

SWAPO had always kept a
low profile despite the disrup-
tion of its meetings by the
Police during the past year,
but this does not mean we do
not want to defend our peo-
ple. The time will snon come
“when we will say enough is
enough.

Mr Ekandjo concluded his
statement” by urging South
West Africans to join
SWAPO. '




5 CHILDREN BARRED FROM SCHOOL BECAUSE OF RACE

NAMIBIA
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[Article by Jean Sutherland]

[Text]

AT LEAST FIVE black children have been -
turned away from white schools on the ba-
sis of their race and the central government
is considering taking legal action for alle-

ged discrimination.

The Deputy Minister of
Education, Mr Piet Junius,
said today the five cases had

been reported over the past 24 .
hours and were being investi-,

gated. _

“We are considering action;’
Mr Junius said, “but I cannot
say what kind?”

However, earlier this week
Education Minister Andrew
Matjila warned he would go to

the Supreme Court to prevent

racial discrimination in Nami-
bia's schools.

English, Afrikaans and-

German-medium schools in
Windhoek, Karasburg and
Swakopmund are involved.

They are Centaurus High
and Eros Primary School
(Windhoek), Karasburg High
School, the Swakopmund
English Medium Primary
Schooland a German schoolat
Swakopmund, said Mr Junius.

Ironically, the Swakopmund
English Medium Primary
School is the only white school
to have so far applied to the
Administration for Whites to
become multiracial.

/9274
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But it is believed that even if
white schools wanted to throw
their doors open, they aré for
the moment unable to do so.

. An education official, sym-
pathetic to the “open schools”
bid, pointed out that white
schools were “bound by AG8”/

“By law, they are absolutely
within their rights to turn away
children (of other races);” he
added.

. The relevant ordinance sti-
‘pulates that a child can only be
accepted at a white school if he

" or she is classified white. - -

Mr Matjila has been ada-
mant that any refusal to open

schools “is a flagrant violation-

of the Bill of Rights”.
:" Both Swakopmund English.
Medium headmaster, Mr Ian
Thompson, and Centaurus
principal, Mr Hans  Jochen
.Bohlke, refused to comment
on the issue today, referring all
enquiries to National Edu-
cation. ‘
The principal of the Afri-
kaans Karasburg High School,

. Mr Engelbrecht, denied know-|

ledge of anyone being turned:
away from his school. '

A random survey of parents
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and school committees at

.Windhoek’s English and

German-medium schools this
week revealed many parents
felt out of their depth on the

.matter.

The White Administration’s
response to the TG’s bid to.
“pormalise” education has

.been to thrust the issue into the

hands of school committees
-and the parent community.

If they decide they want their
school to be non-racial, they’

" are then obliged to approach

the white director of education
and white executive to review
the situation.

Parents and school commit-
tees feel they have been plun-
ged into a political maelstrom.

There is also a disparity in
views over what should be
done, ranging from “positively
for™ to “positively against”,

While the debate over state
schools rages on, Windhoek’s
non-racial private schools —
St Paul’s College, the Holy
Cross Convent and St George's
Primary School — went ahead
as normal yesterday, with Na-
mibians of all colours strea-
ming through ‘their gates.




GORBACHEV REPLIES TO BABANGIDA ON SOVIET POSITIONS

Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 25 Jan 87 p 1

[Text]
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ﬁr’r}g Spt\sriet Union has reatf--
my preparedness to
hold funt)er dialogue with the

U.S. in thevsinterest of world

peace, and improving interna-
tional security, accordipg to a
message Soviet. leader

Mikhail Gorbachev “sent to.

President Ibrahim Babangida
and released in Moscow at the
week-end.

"In the message, whichwas a
reply to. an . earlier one from:
President Babangida, Mr.
Gocrkl;ache;r said tlmtt ft:he
pacxage o put tor-
javic, made it poss

the struggle for peace.

The Moscow

of the News Agency of Nigeria
pn h hv!i:agedtlmti'
as sa e en n
t.hengnwug nuclear armed

race wi disappear for ever

in the languages of the world,

while the. outer space would.

become a field of co-operation

solely for peaceful purposes.
Mr. Go&:v stressed the

need to p e and develop

what was achieved in

Regkjavic and called on the
U.S. ,to adopt a ‘‘construc-
tive’’ approach to the disar-
mament issue.

He praised the positive role
played by the Non-Aligned

Movement, ‘‘whose active-

member in the international
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at Reyk-
to open:
the door into a new epoch in

arena is _Nigeria”, in the
struggle for world peace.
_The Soviet leader noted that
his country and Nigeria were
politically close on many in-
ternational issues, such as
disarmament, world peace,

elimination of colonialism and .

racism, overcoming economic
and social backwardness and
on other topical problems.

In hig garlier message to the
Soviet leader, president
Babangida had urged both Mr.
‘Gorbachev and - president

. Reagan to: follow-up their

Reykjavic meeting by carry-
ing. on further, dialby on
arms control and

ment in the interest of world
peace. (NAN)
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SOVIET AMBASSADOR PRAISES GOVERNMENT ON PEACE STANCE

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 17 Jan 87 p 11

[Article by Anene 0Ozoagu]

[Text]
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THE Soviet Ambassador to
Nigeria, Mr. Your Koupliakov
has praised Nigeria’'s stand in
ensuring a process of change
toward peace in the world.

Addressing a press conference
in Lagos Wednesday to mark the
first anniversary of proposals by
Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev
on effort to eliminate nuclear
weapons by the year 2000, Mr.
Koupliakov said that Nigeria’s
position on peace and war in the
United Nations, Non-Aligned
Movement and elsewhere is
highly appraised.

He recalled that President
rahim Babangida, after the
Reykjavik summit between
Soviet and American leaders sent
messages urging them to con-
tinue negotiations and solve the
vital questions facing both coun-
tries and the worid.

On Soviet position on the
elimination of nuclear weapons,
the ambassador noted that his
government announced that the
first nuclear expiosion carried
out by the United States this year
would terminate Soviet's
unilateral moratorium on
nuclear testing.

He said that his government
would be ready to return to
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testing moratorium any day the
United States decided to stop
their nuclear tests.

Mr. Koupliakov said that the
Soviets were opposed to
American Strategic Defence
Initiative (SDI), popularly tagg-
ed star wars because it wouid in-
wvolve the deployment of strike
weapons in space which would
trigger off an uncontrollable
arms race in all areas, turn the
current strategic balance into
strategic chaos.

Mr. Koupliakov said that the
Soviet Union has not deployed
members of Spetsnaz comman-
dos (an off-shoot of the KGB) to
augment the staff of its embassy
in Lagos.

The ambassador said that in
Afghanistan the Soviets have
their regular forces but that their
intervention was on the request of
the people of Afghanistan to help
them. »

He said that as soon as
normalcy returned in Afghanistan
“we shall move out.”

He compared their intervention
in that country to the invitation of
Cuba by the Angolan people to
help them out from the repres-
sive apartheic forces of South
Africa.
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NIGERIA

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPEECHES AT ANAMBRA SOVIET FRIENDSHIP MEETING
Enugu DAILY STAR in English 30 Dec 86 p 9
[Article by Peter Umenze]

[Text] Trade unions and industrial organisations in the country have been
enjoined to adopt socialist tenets and principles in discharging their duties,
"Any trade unionist that is not built on socialist principle is useless.'

This was stated by a social philosopher and the rector of the Palcom Research
Institute, Umuahia, Professor Obioma Atuloma, in a paper titled "the revolu-
tion factor in unified integrated Rural Development programming--a lesson from
the 1917 Soviet initiative delivered during the 1986 symposium at Enugu to
commemorate the USSR National Day, organised by the Nigeria Soviet Friendship
and Cultural Association, Anambra State Branch,

Professor Atuloma also stated that the much-talked about rural development
would be meaningless if the "Soviet initiative" was not adopted.

The social philosopher charged the [word indistinct] the Nigerian Labour
Congress and elites to educate the masses on their rights in day to day activ-
ities, adding that, 'only socialist circuit of planned industrial capital de-
velopment, priorities and recurrent social cost would curb unemployment, ex-
cessive importation and misapplication of local surplus value.

He said that the Nigeria-Soviet Cultural Association was aimed at forging a
good relation in culture and life style between Nigeria and the Soviet Union.

Also speaking, Dr G, C, Igwe Ejiofor, of the state ministry of information,
youth, sports, and culture, in a paper titled “the October 17th Revolution and
its impact' traced how Lenin and his followers succeeded in the revolution of
1905 in Russia,

He described Lenin as a masterful political organiser and a manipulator who
introduced Leninism in the Soviet politics,
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED WITH LIBYA ON CHAD

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 17 Jan 87 pp 1, 9

[Text]
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IGERIA and Libya

. N have pledged their

commitments to the with-

drawal of all non-Chadian
forces from Chad.

[n a communique issued
yesterday after the meet-
‘ing between the special
Libyan. envey, Dr. Ali
Treiki and External
Affairs Minister, Profes-
sor Bolaji Akinyemi, both-
countries said they were
committed to national
reconciliation in Chad.

Libya 'and Nigeria said
they vegarded the
Chadian crisis as an Afri-
can problem- which
required an African
solution. :

To this end, they have
decided to hold consulta-
tion with Chad and other
neighbouring countries as
well as the main actors in
the Chadian crisis. |

Mesnwhile,  President
Babangida said yesterday
that military option is not
the best way to solve the
Chadian crisis! President
Ibrahim Babangida said at
Dodan Barracks yesterday.,

President  Babangida
said Nigeria was ‘‘recep-
tive” to the Libyan pro-
posal that a fresh attempt
be made by Chadian
neighbours to find lasting
“political solution” to the
more than 20 years con-
flict.

He promised that the
Federal Government
would give due considera-
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tion to the Libyan request
that it be allowed to open
a ‘“People’s - Bureau” in
Lagos to facilitate co-
operation with Nigeria.

The Libyan Embassy in
Lagos was closed during
the last civilian- admini-
stration.

General Babangida

"spoke about Chad yester-

day when . a three:man
Libyan delegation led by
Dr. Ali Treiki brought
him a special message
from Col. Gaddafi on the
Chadian question:

" Delivering the message
earlier, Dr. Treiki ‘told
President Babangida that
Libya was of the view that
it was in the interdst of
Chad’s neighbours to act
immediately to prevent an
internationalisation of the
"crisis there.

He said: the internation-
alisation of the Chadian
conflict would mean more
arms inflow into that
country and a threat to
the stability of the whole
region.

Dr. Treiki stressed the
Libyan view that all “non-
African” countries should
be kept out of the Chadian
conflict. s

He then conveyed
personal greetings from

Col. Gaddafi to President -

Babangida and also
extended a fresh invita-
tion to-him to visit Libya
saying ‘‘out people will be
honoured by the visit.”

NIGERIA




LIBYA PLEDGES AID TO ISLAM IN EASTERN STATES

Kano THE TRIUMPH in English 17 Jan 87 p 16

[Article by Garba Shehu]

[Text]
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THE Libyan Srav

Republic.ig to assist the

spread of Islam in the
Eastern parts: of
Nigeria through its
agency, the World
Islamic Call Society.

As a first step,.an
interest-free loan- is to
be made available to
some moslem leaders in
the area to enable them
operate a commercial
farm that would
employ individuals who
fali-out with their
employers as a result of
their joining Islam..

This is the outcome
of a joint presentation
by Nigerian moslems af
an eight-day conference
in Libya who impressed
upon the conference,
the critical position of

Istam  in Eastern
Nigeria.

‘Alhaji- Suleiman.

Onyeama, a prominent

Islamic propagator bas-

ed in Enugu, had claim- -
ed that some Igbos lose

their jobs "on joining
Islam while. others are

deterred from joining

the religion by such:
fears.

At the conference,
several academic ‘and
religious presentations’
were made * including .

a presentation by a

~young Nigerian student
Miss Mardiya Khalid
from Kano State who
in a paper titled ““The
Women in Jihad”’
criticised the tradition

. of some moslems who
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keep their women in the
background.
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NIGERIA

ABSENCE OF DOMESTIC ISLAMIC CALL SOCIETY BRANCH REGRETTED

Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 25 Jan 87 p 10
[Article by Garba Shehu]

[Text] The Libyan Arab (?Inmahirriyya) under the revolutionary leader,
Colonel Muamar Gadafi is worried that the Islamic world suffered dispersionm,
impotency and dependency that deprived it from any sovereignty and sube
jected it, for a long time, to the super powers and to the neo-colonial world,

Libya heard the warning signal of Islamic thinkers and reformers that the
Islamic nation was in a state of weakness and confusion and the religion was
being subjected to defacements and alterations of the true cause of ‘Allah,

For this reason, the Libyan ledder just emerging from a successful, military
putsch which overthrew the tyrannic King Idris called a group of moslem
religious leaders (Ulama), thinkers and writers, for a conference to study the
ways of reviving the role of muslims in raising the word of Allah and reviv~
ing the sunnah of His Prophet,

This culminated in the formation of the World Islamic Call Society, WICS,
in 1970 with the goal of spreading the knowledge of the religion of Islam,
and serving moslems in the whole world. It is conceived with the aim of
eliminating sectorial barriers that are seen as hindering muslim unity.

Although the society was conceived of, and established by the regime in Libya,
there appears to be no political relationship between it and the govermment.

The politicians are doing their own thing while the Islamic call works for
Allah., Its source of fund is the Jihad tax of three and a half percent charge-
able on the monthly earnings of the Libya working people. It receives donations
from various Islamic courses throughout the world,

The programmes of the Islamic call are under surveillance by a 36 member execu-
tive council from 36 countries of the world, It has wide-ranging investments
from which it reaps profits used in its activities.,

Beside the propagation of Islam, the society engages in several humanitarian
services which, surprisingly are not restricted to muslims alone, An instance
of this kind of humanitarianism is being rendered in Cotonou by the Islamic
Call, There is an Islamic centre which operates a school and library in the
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Benimois capital, The Cotonou Islamic Centre operates a clinic with a full
compliment of doctors rendering free medical service to both moslems and non-

moslems,

There also is a mobile medical service for the rural populace. At present,
another 120 bed hospital and an integrated complex housing a mosque, a
library, a school, a meeting hall, and a sporting arena is being constructed
by the Islamic Call in Cotonou and is due to be completed in 18 months from
now,

The work of the propagation of Islam by the Islamic call is being carried by
numerous propagators throughout the world, 13 of whom are Nigerians.

Regretfully, the Islamic call society which is a member of several internation-
al bodies including the United Nations Organisation, UNICEF and also OAU, is
not formally admitted in Nigeria, This has to do with the misconception of

the role of the Society and partly as a result of suspicion by Nigeria about
Libya to transform its embassy in Lagos to a Peoples' Bureau, thus making
Nigeria (the other being Kenya) one of the only two countries in Africa to
refuse this change on the insistance of the U,S.

Last week's visit to Nigeria by Libya's permanent representative in the UN,

Dr Ali Terekki and the resulting communique jointly issued by the two countries
appears to be a turning point that may usher in an atmosphere of understanding
between the two countries,

Interviews conducted by the reporter with some leaders of the Islamic Call
indicate that they consider Nigeria a friendly country in spite of all the
odds, They consider that Nigeria has peculiar problems of its own which re-
flect on the attitude of our various governments., They do not however wish
to see Nigeria close itself in Islamic and cultural fields.

They, most importantly see it a duty they owe to the Almighty, to work with
their moslem brothers in Nigeria for the upliftment of both the religion and
the quality of living of moslems throughout the world.

When Colonel Gadafi met the West African delegates, for whom the recently
concluded conference was organised, he was anxious to dispel misconceptions
about Islam being a backward religion, He blamed moslems for sitting idle
to watch others oppress them, He called for Jihad by moslems to liberate
themselves from the hold of France and the U.S,
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DEFENSE‘MINISTER BALL ON RSA BOMB THREAT -

NIGERIA

Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN in English 25 Dec 86 p 50

[Interview with MAjorgGeheral Domkat Bali, Minister of Defense and Chairman,
Joint Chiefsof Staff by Jullyett Ukabiala and Ted Iwere on 9 Dec 86; place

not specified]
[Text]

IGERIA’S Minister of Defence

and Chairman, Joints Chief of
Staff, Major-General Domkat Bali, on
December 9, 1986 discussed the South
African bomb threat with The Guardian
Defence Correspondent Jullyette Uka-
biala and The African Guardian editor
Ted Iwere. Excerpts:

The African Guardian: This is about
the first time in recent years that Nige-
rians are talking of a pre-emptive attack
by South Africa. How do you see the
development? T

Bali: This is the first time to my mind
that Nigerians have come up with an
open view that South Africa is a threat
to Nigeria. As far as [ know there is no
evidence that South Africa has planned
an imminent invasion of Nigeria.

Please explain that

What I am saying is that there is no
concrete evidence of South Africa plan-
ning an invasion of Nigeria. But having
said that, South Africa must always be
considered as a possible enemy who
would want to attack Nigeria in view of
the fact that we have taken a very critic-
al stand against the apartheid policy in
strong terms everywhere, to the point
‘where we are regarded as a frontline
state. And you are also aware that
South Africa has recently embarked on
what you might term as destabilisation
of the frontline states — reckless bomb-
ing here and there and harassing the
nations close by. :
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So with Nigeria’s stand, it can easily
be assumed that we could be subject to
South African attack. The only differ-
ence is that we are now whipping that
imminent South African invasion
ourselves.

How do you mean sir?

Let me put it in'simple manner. All
along we have seen the possibility as
military thinkers that South Africa, hav-
ing the chance, can do some damage to
Nigeria. For the first time, we are now
blowing it up as though it is an imminent
thing; that tomorrow or next week or in
one month we would have a South Afri-
can invasion. The difference is that we
have made it so pertinent.

Are there no intelligence reports to
that effect?

No. The intelligence you are talking
about only shows the possibility that can
happen. It didn't come up with the fi-
gures that South Africa is planning that.

But the anxiety seems to have been
heightened.

In a way I like it because it now brings
to Nigerians that they are not all that
safe anymore. All along you talk about
defence and people say, ah, they take
our money and do anything. I think this
creation of a sense of insecurity is good
for defence. It makes people aware for
once that perhaps these people have
usefulness. Perhaps they deserve ex-
penditure. To that extent I like it. You
know, to me as the minister of defence, I




can blow this thing out of proportion, if
that is what will bring anything. So to
me as the minister of defence, Icaneven
blow it beyond what you know.

In fact, there are suspicions along that
line, that the military establishment is
just doing that to press their case for an
increased vote in the next budget.

(A tone of vehemence) That, I
wouldn’t do to you and that is why [ am
playing it down to the actual level. [ am
saying that it won’t pay me to do that. So
1 don’t have to lie to you on a serious
matter.

What is Nigeria’s relationships with
Equatorial Guinea like? You think
South Africa’s presence in Equatoria
Guinea is anything to worry about?

Equatorial Guinea is just inches
away. Infact she is our neighbour. The
only separation is a little strip of sea
between us and them. Otherwise they
would have been our southern neigh-
bour. So they are close and there are
many powers interested in that place for
whatever reasons.

Are South Africans really there?

If you say South Africans, I find it
difficult to distinguish between one and
an average white man. But there is in-
dication that they are there in form of
agricultural or some project experts.

Can Nigeria really be sure what’s hap-
pening there?

So far, South Africa is not building
any airstrip or anything. A few South
Africans are there as experts in one
thing or the other.

But they are building a very powerful
communication moniforing station.
That makes Nigeria naked in terms of
communications.

As for communications, whether or
not the South Africans are there, we are
exposed to modern technology. The
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Americans, for instance, can tap any-

. thing you have. As long as they are in

terms, South Africa doesn’t even need
to spend her money.

What are Nigeria’s chances in a war
with South Africa?

Forget about the talk that South Afri-
ca will come and occupy Nigeria and
make it a colony of South Africa. It is
impossible. All they can do is to make
some damage and embarrass us.

Isn’t that enough damage?

That would be be quite enough dam-
age. That’s about the best they can
hope.

And what do you think Nigeria can do-
in retaliation if that happens?

We will try and inflict casualty on the
people who come to invade us as much
as possible.

You don’t quite agree that South Afri-
ca is quite powerful.

Power is a relative term.

You think her might has been exagger-
ated? .

In many quarters, it has. South Africa
is powerful compared to her neigh-
bours.

What about compared to Nigeria?

If you compare to us in terms of hard-
ware such as planes, ships, they have an
edge.

What kind of re-inforcement would
you recommend to beef military capabi-
lities, especially in the area of air de-
fence?

We already have lots of plans for that
but we cannot have the money now. If
we do, the people would say why are
you wasting money when we have no
money. And that is exactly what [ am
suffering now. If I tell you what we need
now for what I consider as an effective
air defence and the cost, even you will
not buy it. It runs into billions of dollars.




GDR PLEDGES EDUCATIONAL AID IN NEW CULTURAL AGREEMENT

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 9 Jan 87 p 24

[Text]ﬂ
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‘ment. .

HE East. German
« Government has pro-

mised: & - threemillion- .
dolhr educationnl. “aid to.

The-ui—:wtllbamequlp-‘; -
for. secondary " -

schools- and pelytechnics.
It wilt aleo.be.contained.in

" the 1987/88 cultural agrees -
ment. to be signed scon by

thutwomuntﬁas. .

GDR's Deputy Minister

- for- Higher-and Technical

Edsication, Professor Sied-
friod Schwanke, and the

" Education. Minister, Pro-
. fessor- Jubril Aminu.. . - .
Prof.: Schwanke;.. wha . -

paid- a visit on Prof.
Aminu: in his office- while
on a two-day official: tour-
of Niguias ‘said: the: two-

was _prepared - ta receive
academics, researchers

and students from Nigeria: 3

‘in: a spaial educational:
programme: - -

The visiting' minister:
disclosed: that: he-had: in-
vitod members - of the
Nigerian  Universities:

- Commission. (NUC). and.

all the -vice-chancellors:
from Nigerian universities:
to visit his country to have-
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new. ideas: andimpmiruon}
their: ensting amdem-

relatxons.

Reapondutg, me
the

'goodgnt;nmofGDRm

Nigeriz, - saying . “We
respect. . East Gmmw
and ‘its standards

reehnohgy and acadenuc
- We are

with - it im . education,
scianmnn&tsdmology"‘

He pmmnsed lus coun:.
terpart: that the bottle
neck hampering the nego-
tiations ' of - the cultural’
agreement would soon be
removed to solve some
consular -and dlplomatlc

_problems.

NIGERIA




NIGERIA

GDR BLAMED FOR LACK OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 19 Jan 87 p 3

[Text] The inability of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) to respond to
the cultural exchange proposals forwarded to it last year is delaying the sign-
ing and updating of the cultural agreement between Nigeria and East Germany.

Information and Culture Minister Prince Tony Momoh made this known at the
weekend when he received the German ambassador to Nigeria Mr Gerhard Haida in
his office,

He said a programme should be worked out for earlier signing so that Nigeria
can participate in the Berlin exhibition coming up in June, adding that where
this is done Nigerian arts can also be exhibited in Berlin to enhance further
cultural understanding,

Mr Momoh thanked the ambassador for the GDR's award to Wole Soyinka which, he
said, was not prompted by the Stockholm award but rather by the appreciation
of African literature by GDR,

“The - minister further
said that *“‘we are heavily
working in the prometion
of Nigerian cuiture
abroad.” especially now
that African perspetive in
literature is fully being
appreciated.

He aiso cailed for co-
operation in the field of
education. industry,
scientific and technolo-

Earlier, the German
had called - for stronger
cultural relationship bet-
ween the two comntries.

He invited. Nigerin to
the -~ Jume Berlin
that -other African
stteMed the yeerly oele-
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NIGERIA

CULTURAL AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH JAPAN
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 19 Jan 87 p 3

[Text] Cultural aid agreement worth 32 million Yen (¥745,600) was signed
between Nigeria and Japan in Lagos at the week-end,

Under the grant aid agreement the Japanese government will provide the Na-
tional Commission for Museums and Monuments with one diesel generator, one
photo-mechanical preproduction equipment and a photo type-setting machine.

Information and Culture Minister Prince Tony Momoh who signed on behalf of
Nigeria told the Japanese ambassador, Mr Mitsuro Donowaki, that the National
Commission for Museums and Monuments considered the occasion as a "historic
milestone in the continuous interest which the Japanese Embassy in Nigeria
has shown in the activities of the commission.

He congratulated Japan for the grant aid which, he said, had further deepened
and extended the existing "fraternal and cordial relationships between Japan
and Nigeria."

The equipment, he said, would enhance the commission's self-reliance and cap-
ability in the areas of graphics, printing and publication,

The minister thanked the Japanese ambassador and his officers for their un-
tiring efforts for making the signing ceremony a reality,

He further appealed to them to extend the fruitful relationship to other
spheres of cultural activities and arrange for the exchange of experts, train-
ing proposals and exhibition of works of art,

Replying, Mr Donowaki said that Nigeria since her independence has been an
important country in sub-Saharan Africa with regard to Japan's foreign policy.
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ATKHOMU DISSATISFIED WITH GOVERNMENT-MEDIA RELATIONS

Kano THE TRIUMPH in English 24 Dec 86 pp 1, 2

[Article by Shehu Dauda]

[Text]

THE Chief of General Staff, Rear-
Admiral- Augustus Aikhomu, has ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the ex-
isting government - media. relations

in'the country.

Admiral Aikhomu said he saw no
reason. why some news. organisations. in
the country should constitute themselves
‘into-an-opposition to government

He made: this observation: i Lagos
yesterday during his quarierly media
chicfs’ briefing at State:House, Marina.

Yesterday’s briefing which took the
form:of a dialogue between the Chief of
General Staff and the media executives,

had -as it theme:
Media Relatio_ns" .

The. Chief ot Generat
Staff said that though
the - government .took
some criticisms in good

faith, many of them were :

short of objectivity.

.However, Admiral
Aikhomu admitted that
on many occasions, civii

servants feel reluctant to

give out required infor-
mation to the media
thereby contributing
more to the poor rela-
tionship between the two
organs.. - .
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“Government and

' Similarly, he explained
that the hoarding of
necessary information by

‘such. government func-
tionaries-~

prompts.
pressmen: . - into
speculative ' journalism

which he said° was more’

destructive: to

ment;
Suggesting: how to: im-

: the:: relationship

_govern-

between: ‘the: media- and.
‘government;;,.the’ Na-
-tional: President ' of the
‘ngerian Union-of Jour-:

nalists’ (NUJ), Mr.

George-1zobo, urged the-
federal © government. to:
co-bpt "the Minister of
Informatxon into- the:

,Armed Fomc&s Rulmg _

said; " was’

-COHCC' n:mg

. Speaking - further; - the-
Chief. of~ General Staff.

.assured that the Federal
Military Government has
no intention of gaggmg
‘the Nigerian Press.”

Referring: to- a recent
insinuation in. the media.
that the. current
newsprint shortdge ex-
perienced by newspapers

in- the country. was a
deliberate. plan: by the
government to silent the
press, the CGS em--

phatically denied the.

allegatnons. , .

- Giving these clarifica-

tions. Rear Admiral -

Augustus: Aikhomu:
assured. that relief
measures’ were incor-
porated- by government
in the 1987 budget..

: He hinted that the 50
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-reviewed -
FRCY, "  thcoming budget.. -

step, the NUJ ;

..promise was’ arrived- at_
: if ‘government: '
wanted\to early. explaim:
its .actions; to0- the public -
- major
; 'made by the”

‘said

: ‘because

NIGERIA

‘per cent tariff introduced

by the present ad-
ministration. on
newsprmt has been:
in- the- for-_'

. Stating that” a com- i

by govéernment after con-
s:dermg ‘the . plight * of
newspapers in. the coun--
try, and that of the
Nigeriam Newsprmt
Manufacturmg Com--
pany, (NNMC) at Oko--
Iboku 'in'- Cross River.
State, Admiral Aikhomu .
the “steps taken
necessary
the present:
government- had no in-
tention to kill the press-
orr the Oko-Iboku
Newsprint Company. -
Giving an insight info
next year’s Federal
Budget, the' Chief of
General . Staff’ told the

became

-media chiefs that the:

wage-freeze which “had:
been on for the past flve
years would continue.

- But:_he~ hinted- that.
somef benefits: hitherto:
removed by- government:
and’ some marginal ip=
creases might be con-
sidered by the govern-
ment in the 1987 Budget:




NAP LEADER BRAITHWAITE ON CONTINUED POLITICAL ACTIVITY

Enugu DAILY STAR in English 22 Dec 86 p 16

[Article by Jonathan Emereole]

[Text]
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Y HE  leader of the banned
Nigerian Advanced Party
(NAP), Dr Tanji Braithwaite,
has vowed never to call it'quits
with politics until social justice
was enthroned in the country.
Speaking to the Datly Star at
the Railway Recreation: Club,
Ebute-Metta, Lagos,. Dr
Braithwaite said he would
continue his fight against the
establishment of impostors and
corrupt and unjust peopie
wherever he found them, no

matter how lnghly placed in the

society.

The former NAP leader who
was. the chairman at the
launching of an LP ajbum by
the Salvation' Singer of *‘New
Born. Apostolic Church,*
Ebute-Metta, at the recreation:
club;, described

circamstance in the country as

a situation whereby ‘‘the tail”

wage the head™",

3400/65

' snapped:
- been any division between

the: present”:

This, he said, was a situation
of abnormality, stressing that
the nation requires both
immediate surgical operation
and God’s mercy to avoid
lmmment disintegration.

Asked if his current ﬁosmre

. asa born-agam christian would.
. not conflict with his politicat:
ideology, he .

ambition or
“There has never

godliness ©  and political

activism, In  fact, one

complements the other.
“Political action is
complemented through faith in
God because when you have
faith, you don’t tear. Truth
liberates you., Onily the truth

liberates the mind, and that

truth can only come trom the
Lord.

*{ am a political person all
through until social justice is

.,\emhroned in this country.. .1

will  never
Never'". -
1t would be recalied that Dr

stop  politics,

Braithwaite, in reaction to the:
- Government: general

Federal
ban on Second Republic
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_ politicians trom participating

in the politics of the_coumtry

- tor ten years, said he did not

consider himself banned.

Commenting on pronounced -

factionalisation - in the church,

the former NAP. presidential’

aspirant rermarked - that he
would call on all christian
denominations to unite to
‘‘defend their faith - against
imminent erosion’’.

He did not elaborate.

Reviewing .the LP ltitled:
“Aiye ti se’’ (meaning, ‘‘the
world has sinned’”) he noted
that it was a current diagnosis
of the social and political
iliness of the country, and
commended the choir tor its
ettort,

Mr Lanre !dowu Shoketu, a
bank manager with OWENA
Bank who was the chief
launcher, said the
s‘gives pleasure and spiritual
upliftment
listened toit*'.

He promised to assist the
choir financially to enable it
acquire musical nstruments
for greater achievement in the
future,

record .

to everyone that

NIGERIA




JUSTICE MINISTER ON MEASURES TO CURB CORRUPTION

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 16 Dec 86 pp 1, 3

[Text]

FYYHE scrapping of.

,the  Marketing
Boards and the
Nigerian  National
Supply Company
(NNSC) is one of the
major steps being
taken to curb corrup-
tion in the country.

Prince Bola Ajibola, the
Minister of Justice, who
said this in Lagos yester-
day, stressed that the
Federal Government will
not relent in its efforts at
‘eurbing corruption.

He said the introduc-
tion of SFEM was
another step taken to
‘eliminate the issuance of
dmport licences which, he
said, had been a major
‘avenue of corruption.

Prince. Ajibola was'

‘addressing newsmen after

a closed-door meeting
with the British High
Commissioner to Nigeria,
Mr. Martins Ewans. He
described the scrapped
establishments as
“sources of corruption”,’
and emphasised that “a
silent revolution’” aimed.
at eliminating the vice
had begun. :

The minister expressed

dissatisfaction over the:

_British  Government's
delay to Nigeria’s request
for the  extradition of
fugitive Umaru Dikko.

Prince Ajibola told the

* High Commissioner that

the offences committed by

Alhaji Dikko were within.

the extradition laws of
- Britain.

He- said that Nigeria's.

application for the-extra-
dition of Dikko and other
wanted fugitives now re-:
sident in Britain have
been “unduly :delayed”,

NIGERIA

and expresséddisappoint-
ment over the British
Government’s apparent
lack of co-operation with
Nigeria for early resolu-
tion of the issue. o

He criticised the British.
Government's ‘“'linkage”
of Nigeria’s application’
for Dikko’s’ extradition
with his request for politi-
cal asylum, stressing that
Nigerin's request -should
be tested on its own

. s

On drugs trafficking,
the migister said that the
two parties spoke on how
to curtail transportation
of drugs from Nigeria to
Britain.

Replying, Mr. Ewans
pledged his country’s pre-
paredness to assist
Nigeria in resolving the,
issue, but explained the
technicalities involved in
the British judicial
system,

It will be recalled that the Federal Govermment under the ousted Buhari
regime had formally requested for the extradition of fugitive Dikko on crim-
inal charges after a kidnap attempt on him was made by three Israelis and a

Nigerian,

The men were sentenced by a court at the Old Bailey in London to prison terms
ranging from ten to 14 years, and recommended for deportation after leaving

prison,

Alexander Barak, a 27-year-old Israeli businessman presented by the prosecu-
tion as the organiser of the failed kidnapping was sentenced to 14 years in

prison,




The other two Israelis, Anesthetist Arie-lev Shapiro 44, and Felix Abitbol,
31 were both jailed for ten years and the Nigerian, Mohammed Yusufu, 41
received a 12 year sentence,

All four men who pleaded guilty to the kidnapping were arrested on July 5,
1984 at London's Sanstead Airport when Mr Yusufu tried to load two crates
containing Mr Dikko and the other three men aboard a Lagos-bound Nigeria
Alrways plane, . :

The foiled kidnap attempt sparked a crisis in Anglo-Nigerian relations which
made Nigeria and Britain recall their respective high commissioners home for
consultations,

Dikko is now a law student of the Holborn Law Tutors in London.
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LABOR LEADER CHIROMA SEEKS NEW GOVERNMENT IMPORT POSTURE

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 24 Jan 87 pp 1, 9

[Text]

. ETRENCHED work-
ers have no hope of
recalled if the pre-

‘sent position of spmding.

change Market (SFEM).

on finished products
tinued unchecked. o
Nigeria Labour Con-
gress (NLC) President-Ali.
Chiroma made this asser-
tion in Lagos yesterday
while welcoming the
Labour - Minister, Ike
Nwachukwu to the NLC{
secretariat.

He cited the case of
Peugeot Automobile Ni-
geria Limited (PAN)
which, he said, had closed
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down its asssmbly plant
in Nigeria only to engage
in importation of cars.
“In the public sector,
governmonts ‘posture o
the issue of continued
retrenchment and prema-
ture retirements consti-
tute an obvious contradic-
tion of government policy

on the need to create

jobs,” he added.

The NLC president,
warned that tho continued
detention. - labour

leadem(aswumtbeuse-

in Bendel State last week)
was not* acceptable to
workers. )

“A sgituation . of suspi-
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cion and mistrust, which
sees trade unions as a
security risk, dees not

generate mutual confi-- -

dence”, he stressed.
On-the proposed amend-

ments and promulgation -
of labour laws, the NLC .
boss reminded the Federal .

Government that. the
National -
Advisory Council. should
be consulted on such
issues,

Failure to do this, he

said, might lead to enact-.
ments' which may not-
meet. the desired objec-

tives.

The NLC presndent also

expressed disappointment
that -despite President
Babangida’'s . directive

that workers co-opera-

tives be encouraged, some
state governments have

Labour

NIGERIA

refused to grant licences
to existing workers’ co-
operatives. .

. Albaji Chiroma, how-
ever, commended the crea-
tion of the employment

- directorate and pledged

that industrial™ unions
would support its pro-

_ grammes.




NAIRA REVALUATION CREATES NEW PETROLEUM SUBSIDY

NIGERIA

Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN in English 22 Jan 87 p 22

[Article by Toma Imirhe]

[Text]

EFORE the famed national IMF
Ba¥ debate late in 1985, Nigerians took
the prices of petroleum products for
granted. Nobody bothered about the
fact that these prices were being heavily
subsidised by government.

However, several factors, eventually
led the government into developing
cold feet on continued subsidy on
petroleum products. First, was the need
to increase government revenue at a
time when its main revenue earner, oil,
was entering a glut period. This was
occurring at the.same time that Niger-
ia's numerous foreign creditors were
pressing the country to settle her debts.

Yet, another reason was that their
cheapness in Nigeria was providing some
people with'an illegal but profitable trade
of smuggling petroleum products into
neighbouring countries. Thus, when the
government rejected the IMF loan but
endorsed the removal of a large portion
of the subsidy in the 1986 budget, many
analysts regarded this decision as eco-
nomically sound and disregarded the
socio-economic effects on Nigerians.

The removal of 80 per cent of the
subsidy resulted in an increase in fuel
price from 20 kobo to 39.5 kobo per
litre. However, the move appeared to
be a major coup for the Federal Gov-
ernment, as it anticipated to generate
N900 million as savings from the re-
duced subsidy. This revenue was to go
to the newly created Directorate of
Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure.

But various developments in 1986
were to put paid to government’s hopes
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of using such savings as a major source.
of funding this new directorate.
Initially, government’s gains were
more than expected. This was because
in the budget projections for 1986, the
expected price of a barrel of oil was put
at 325 and the Federal Government was
selling oil to NNPC for local refining at

. $20.58. When oil price crashed to around

US $10, the government was actually
reaping an inadvertent petroleum tax,
because at that time, the exchange rate of
the naira to the dollar was one to one.
The fact is that what government did not
seem to take into cognisance was that
the existence of a subsidy, or converse-
ly, a tax, on petroleum products is de-
pendent on the prevailing exchange rate
of naira for dollar, since Nigeria's oil
exports are priced in dollars. Thus, if
the naira appreciates against the dollar,
the situation tends towards the exist-
ence of petroleum tax. If however, the
naira depreciates vis-a-vis the dollar, a
petroleum subsidy comes into exist-
ence.

The advent of the Second-tier Fore-
ign Exchange Market (SFEM) with the
accompanying crash of the naira has
brought the latter scenario into being,
Therefore, SFEM has served to grossly
increase what was left of the petroleum
subsidy. One expert puts this increase in
the subsidy from 20 per cent at the initial
withdrawal in January 1986, to a col-
ossal 62 per cent in December, 1986.

This new development brings sharply
into focus, government’s target of
generating N818.6 million from an 80
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per cent withdrawal of petroleum sub-
sidy. Going by financial experts’ opin-

ions, the subsidy withdrawal as at now is

well under 40 per cent due to the depre-
ciation of the naira.

What is most disturbing about this
revelation is that it is difficult, nay im-
possible, to believe that the budget
planners were not aware of the new
situation before producing govern-
ment’s target figure for subsidy with-
drawal revenue.

Also, NNPC sources indicate that be-
fore the end of 1986, the corporation
had recommended a 30 to 50 per cent
increase in the price of petroleum pro-
ducts in order to nullify the effects of
SFEM on the subsidv withdrawal.

In recognition of this fact, the Presi-
dent, Major General Ibrahim Baban-
gida, in his 1987 budget speech warned
that government might be forced to in-
troduce further price adjustments if
smuggling of petroleum products across
the border would not stop.

One economic commentator suggests
that the only way subsidy can be “kil-
led” off in the long run is to index prices
of petroleum prices to a market deter-
mined exchange rate so that prices can
rise and fall as_the market determined
naira rate rises and falls. '

In the meantime, much to govern-
ment’s chagrin, the petroleum subsidy
simply refuses to go.
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REORGANIZATION OF INFORMATION MINISTRY UNDERWAY

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 7 Jan 87 p 9

[leXt] HE post of a federal
T director of informa-
16n in the Ministry of
Information .and Culture

has been abolised in a.

major  re-organisation
exercise: in the ministry.
Instead, the former acting
federal . director of
information, Mr. J. K.

Bodunde has - been

reassigned ad' director of

the public enlightenment -

department. o
According to a sta
ment from the office of the

Minister, Mr. Tony
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.Momo"h,

public enlightenment Mr.

" A. Yakubu has been
named the .director of -

domestic publicity and
film production

- depdrtment,.

“The external publicity
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. the fo'rmer'_
asgistant ‘director of-

department would now be
headed by a former
assistant director of
demestic publicity, Mr. E.
A. Okoh-Esene. i
Other changes made

. include the appointment-

of Mr. C. B. Okhio as head

‘of the Federal Govern-
‘ment Press while Mr. R.

0. Akinola.and Mr. P. D.
Akhimieho have been

- named deputy govern-

ment printers, .

Seven chief information
officers were promuted to
agsistant directors, 10,
chief information officers
changed positﬁom while
four assistant chief
information officers
become - acting chief
information officers.’

The statement directed
that all handing-over and
taking-over  formalities
should be completed in
time " to enable officers
resume their new
positions ‘‘on or before
Saturday, January 31. It
said other officers not
affected. by the exercise
should remain in their
positions. .

NIGERIA




FORMER POLITICIAN ON FUTURE POLITICAL CONFIGURATION

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 20 Jan 87 p 1

[Text]
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FORMER secretary

, ta the Military
‘Government and head of
service, Mr. Allison-Ayida,
has called for the creation
of 24 states in the country.
Delivering a lecture on
“The 'rise and fall of
Nigeria” at the Jos Uni-
versity, Mr. Ayida said
the maximum number of
states to be established in
the country should not
exceed. 34 as nurtured by
Generaijurtala Muham-
med before his assassina-

3400/69

tion.

‘“The late General
Murtala Muhammed had
favoured the creation of
24 states rather than the
present 19 states’’ he said.

He said General
Muhammed opted for 12
states in the north and 12
in the south with the
former federal territory of
Lagos and the rest of
Lagos merged with Ogun
State, excluding the pro-
posed new ljebu state.

He said that the esta-
blishment of a New Cross
River State was a fore-
gone conclusion but that a
powerful lobby group
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from Calabar over-played
its card by insisting that
if the capital was not
retained -in " Calabar, it
would rather not have
New Cross River State.
Mr. Ayida further
revealed that the wishes
of the people” were
endorsed twice by the
then Supreme Military
Council by a majority
decision: )
According to him, the
case for'the New Calabar
State was lost partly
because the Katsina lobby
‘group had, as an after-
thought, decided - that
‘Kaduna State should be

split if the Cross River

State was split.
Mr. Ayida maintained
that it would be madness

to consider a 50 . state
structure for the country,
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LABOR MINISTER ASKS WORKERS, NLC FOR INDUSTRIAL PEACE

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 24 Jan 87 pp 1, 3

[Article by Suleiman Dangana]

[Excerpt]

MINISTER of Labour,
Brigadier Ike Nwachukwu, has
appealed to workers to
reciprocate Federal Govern-
ment’s tax relief measures and
ensure industrial peace for

l}igher productivity.

peaking at a meeting with the

leadership of the Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC) in Lagos yester-
day, Brigadier Nwachukwu.said

apart fromthe need for reciproci-

" ty, the economie condition did

not give room for any flexing of
muscles,

He stated that the Federal
Government considered in-
dustrial peace very important to
the economy, adding that 1967
must be a year of consolidation of
gains from the structural adjust-
ment programme.

Brigadier Nwachukwu ailso
warned that defaulting industrial

unions which failed to render

‘their financial accounts to the

registrar of trade unions would
henceforth face legal action.

. He said a three-month grace
period has been given to such
unions to submit their accounts
failing which the registrar would
institute legal proceedings

‘against them.

The minister also said steps
would be taken to amend the law
on the rendition of trade union ac-
counts to introduce adequate-
penalty for union executives who
fail to render the required ac-

counts.

He said funds. collected from
the hard-earned incomes of
workers should be judiciously
spent and not wasted on the
satisfaction of a few leaders.

Industrial unions, the minister
said, must not leave the problem
of unemployment to the govern-
ment alone; adding that labour
unions.shouid embark on employ-
ment generating ventures,:
however modest in nature.
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MINES MINISTER ON AJAOKUTA STEEL MILL PROBLEMS

Ikeja NEWSWATCH in English 15 Dec 86 p 37

[Article by Wale Ajao]

[Text]
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mines, power and steel, has an
important task to perform. He
must see to the successful completion of
Ajaokuta steel project which has gulped
N2.7 billion in the past five years. He was

B unu Sheriff Musa, minister for

.at Ajaokuta late November to assess pro-
gress of work. He met problems but came -

back with solutions ticking in his head.

Problem one is inadequate trained man-
power. There are 2,400 Soviet experts and
3,000 Nigerians there. But an estimated
workforce of 7,000 is required to make
Ajaokuta work.

Musa told Newswatch that his ministry
*will work out a co-ordinated manpower
training programme. Under the pro-
gramme, the metallurgical training in-
stitute, budt in 1984 at a cost of N29
million, will commence training of
technical personne! in January.” The in-
stitute had 11 Soviet personnel who could

“train 300 Nigerians in 30 professions in

one year. :
" In the past four years, the Soviet Union
has trained 650 Nigerian technical person-
nel. But only 300 of them still work for
the company. Others have left to work
elsewhere. Magaji Inua, general manager
of the company, said they left because of
‘‘poor conditions of service.” .
Musa promised that government will
look into the conditions of service 1n the
light of the prevailing economic situation
in the country. Inadequate accommoda-
tion is the second problem. Some 10,000
housing units are aimost completed. But
about 1,000 workers are sharing rooms.
Musa promised that government will con-
sider ‘‘the possibility of involving the

3400/77
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private sector in the completion of these
houses.” The details of how the private
sector will be involved will be worked out
and included in the memarandum for sub-
mission to the president.

Problem three was the ltakpe iron ore
to feed Ajaokuta. But that has to be
beneficiated before it can be used. Con-
tract for a beneficiation plant was award-
ed to JILI, a consortium of French and
German firms, for $85 million. The com-
pany was expected to raise funds on its
own to execute the contract but work is
yet to start on the plant. _

Problem four was lack of money. This
has affected the implementation of the
Ajaokuta steel programme, originally
scheduled to be completed this year. Some
units such as light section mill and the
medium section mill have been commis-
sioned. . :

So bad is the financial situation that
Dumez and Fougerolle, two companies
handling civil engineering works, stopped
work in 1984. But the companies resumed
work two months ago after government
paid them through a special counter-trade
agreement.

Under this agreement, the companies
were paid from the sale of quotas of crude
oil allocated to them. The oil was sold by
NNPC and the proceeds paid to the two
companies.

With the package of ‘‘fresh proposals”
Musa intends to put forward to govern-
ment, he is optimistic that Ajaokuta will
be completed on its -new -completion
schedule of 1989. :

NIGERIA




RIRIWAI MINES CLOSE, IRREGULARITIES ALLEGED

Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 25 Jan 87 p 12

[Article by Abubakar Buhari]

[Text]
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WORIC has ground to a halt for two years now
st the Ririwai Minas believed to be one of the
richest mines in the country.

tiore than 500 workers, malority of whom

are indigenes of the area, have

been rendered

{oiHaas e & result of secesslon of work.

Alhaji lNiyasu Zakari,
the village head of
Rks'iv;f.ai. revealed this to
the Acting Military
Governor of Kano State,
14.-Col. Olavinka Sule,
when the latter  visited
the abandoned mines last
Thursday.

Alhaji Zakari said the’
abandonment of work at
the mines had affected
adversely the life -of the
.f{n;iwai inhabitants. .

He said work started
a the mines in 1954
when a group of German
expatriates were at-
tracted by mineral
deposits tike gold, dia-
mond, copper, zinc,
aluminium and uranium
which Had been
discovered there.

Gold and Base Nig.
(1d., the company which
worked the mine before
1 was taken over by the
Migerian  Mining Cor-
poration, was believed to

3400/71

have sealed the well from
which the minerals were
exgract ed.

The most curious aspect
of the activities of Gold
and Base Nig. Ltd. is
that the expatriate staff -
vdid not reveal the texture
or composition of the
minerals extracted. The
main shaft of the mines
is belicved to be 500ft
deep but no black
employee was ever allow-
ed beyond the depth of
300 feet, Alhaji Zakari
said.

Investigations by the
Sunday Triumph at the
mine revealed that after
each blast in the mines,
no staff is allowed into’

the shaft until the
General Manager, Mr.
J.M. Strong, had in-

spected it.

The most suspicious
aspect of the exercise,
our source said, was that
the precious minerals ex-
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tracted were sent
overseas as samples for
laboratory analysis, the
results of which were
never revealed by the

company.
No official of the
Nigerian Mining Cor-

poration was present to

comment on the issuc.
Some villagers made it

_lear to this reporter that

“‘three of the expatriates
were involved in very
suspicious deals
culminating in their leav-
ing the country under

suspicious cir-
cumstances.

A spokesman for the
villagers, Alhaji

Abubakar, told the ac-
ting governor that the
mine is capable of pro-
. ducing 900 tonnes of tin
daily for 20 years.

The -
Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Alhaji Gidado Mukhtar,
told the Acting Governor

that recapitalisation of

the mining equipment re-
quires an investment of
“about X108 million, ad-
ding that on the cost
benefit basis, the price of
‘tin in the world market
‘has gone down so much
that it is no longer pro-
fitable.

Permanent
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PLIGHT OF WORKERS, ABILITY TO MAKE ENDS MEET DISCUSSED
Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 19 Jan 87 p 7
[Article by Afam Echi Friday])

[Text]

T 1s a sad reality that

.either by design’ or
accadent.  the  Nigerian
worker of today and even
yester-years has turneds
out. to be a sacrificial lamb
of all govermment policies
aimed  at  achieving  »
stable and  gelf-reliant
economy,

Siitce the era of the
structural  adjustment
programme, he  has
suffered untold hardshipe

ranging  from  lave
payment  of wages and
salaries, pay cuts,

reduction and or removal
of  fringe bencfits,
retrenchment  with o
without benefits etc.

As if this is not enough,
the government enacted
an obnoxious decree for-
bidding the worker from
secking redress of any
kind from this unjust
treatment. Thé situation
is the same in both public
and private sectors. Faced
with_ _this  helplessly
agonising  situation, he
has become a pawn in Lhe
hands of our exploitative
industrialists, sorry
cupitalists: He could be
hired and fired at will, -

It is a taboo to talk of

 wage increases and or
salary review, Inthe view
of the government and

sipported i)_v economic
theories, this is to stem,

cost inflation, The
question is how effective

has this policy been? One -

unfortunate  peculiarity
which the Nigerian society
has  enjoved is that
economic theories, no
matter how well
postulated, never worked,
at least for an appreciable
period. .

Otherwise, how else can
one explain the sky
rocketting of prices ot
commodities in the last
one year in spite of the
fifteen months economic
recovery fund deductions
made from workers
salaries.

Apart from this and in
caddition  to  the tax.
*burden, the worker is
indirectly coerced into
making more sacrifices in
form of ‘one kind of
endowment fund, develop:
ment levies, education
levies, etc, or the other.

OQurs  is a  mixed
ecinomy, though

predominantly capitalist,
Capitalism, we know, is’
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associated  with  free
market. The recently
introduced  ‘structural

adjustment programme in

the form of Second-tier
Foreign  Exchange

Market (SFEM) is in-
direct devaluation in prac-
tice.

The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), as a
pre-condition to economic
doldrum, dangled deva-
luation before us and this,
‘we turned down.

The effect of SFEM is
to cheapen. our exports
and increase our hardship
because, we now exchange
more naira  for any
imported product. ,

'T'o make SFEM achieve
the required impact, the
government instituted the
‘free market policies, but
with a clamp down on
wages. Why always the
worker? By now it should
havg heen obvious to the
government  that  not.
‘wages along, but some
other unidentified factors

are the causes of inflation. -

But why make the worker
a . scapegoat? But one

must ask what positive

effort we have made
controlling prices and in
chrking the activities ol




by many,

_packet

dubious  traders  who
create artificial scarcity
by way of hoarding. Are
these same traders, like
other workers, imaking
adequate contribution to.
our recovery eff ortg. .

Our  Onosodes, - the
Okigbos, the Udojis, the
Nwankwos and their
Adam Smith equivalents.
should dust up their Lext-
books and provide -an

- answer to this intractable

problem that appears to
have defied all. known
solutions, - .

_ Under the SFEM, the
minimum wage theory is
now a farce and car loan is

_the above picture
appears to  betray all
ef forts aimed at sl;am_puu.-

out bribery  and
corruption, armed

“robberv, ten percenting.

inflation of contract,
profiteering, duping and’
such other social vices.
Whoever and how
many ever secured the
Nigerian passport _or

installed a meter at the '

official rate.  Whoever

purchased beer at 75K .
liquid contents only. At

the NI'TEL, banks, police,

custorns, ministries; ete./
the story is the same.:
Every corner stinks with

ment  opportunities  for
them. The increased wave
of armed- robbery among
our  youths today is
simply . a protest action
aghinst. an uncaring, bad
and corrupt leadership
and the hopeless ' and

- helpless  situation they.

" find themselves.

On attaining indepen-
dence, we practised parlia-
mentary democracy
bequeathed 1o us by our
colonial overlords. When
this did not work, we tried
the presidential system.

~To-some, it is expensive:

gnd’ could  not  work
because its practitioners

. ) C were corrupt and bad.
meaningless, Prices of corruption. /\gainqlpli)()(l we have
goods locally préduced w look | \

and imported are going

. beyong the sky. The days

are gone when a graduate
fresh from the university

“will be basking in the

glory of level ¥ good
accommodation, a car and
other goodies.

Level 10 monthly pay
cannnt  provide

Batteted so much by
problems . seemingly
beyond  his control, the
worker's _alternative is
nothing short of anything
that can see him out of the
woods. The above
problems  have been
compounded the more by
our planlessuess, bad and

- another

started to look for some-
.thing indigenous, In the
same manner, it is the
suggestion of this picce
that  we  gamble with.
cconomic  ideo-
logry. Socialism may woll
be the way out.

Many exponents of this
system  believe it will

two weeks’ meal for an (-m'r.upt Iendvrshi._p. ?I\'("itd' l,.hv_ .m'ur« vi('rlvm
average tamily, puy their nyglu.:t-ncv. tack of patrio- u: -2,’.'"",“"" m business
house rents, (“l(\lh(; them, “.‘qm' ’ !,rlh.nl.sm, o 'l.'%"" P'l(‘o.s and
meet  the  exorbitant  dishonesty, selfishness, (:;"l)})_? ment  which are
school  fees and  other immornality, ete. charpcteristics  of  the

social responsibilites. T
some, three square mwials
are now a luxury.

Of what value is it to us
i churning out graduates
when we have no employ-

present 'system, and per-
haps “faké  Gs lo that

wtopian state bnged for

If this did not come of our own accord, we shall then be rest assured in the
thinking of Karl Marx, that great advocate of communism, who believed that one

day the proletariat will revolt, seize the means of production to form the
classless society.

A situation where the worker does not get a fair reward of the cake he has
toiled painstakingly to bake is disheartening and amounts to killing the

goose that lays the golden egg. It creates low productivity and disincentive
to work, :

The goverment:should take a good look once more at the workers' plight with
a view to improving his situation salary wise. The increased salary will.be
justified in reflecting the economic realities of the present times,

The government should, in addition curb the excesses of middlemen in the dis-
tributive trade., The government should help the worker to help the

economy, The earlier the better,
/9274
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PRICES OF GOODS CONTINUE TO SOAR IN KADUNA

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 17 Jan 87 p 6

[Article by Sani Babadoko]

[Text]

PRICES of goods and services
which soared just before the
Christmas and New Year cele-
brations have remained high in

anticipation of the announced.

restoration of fringe benefits to
workers.

Ordinarily, prices of food items
and transport fares returned to

their nomal prices at the begin-.

ning of the New Year but a New
Nigerian survey in Kaduna reveal-
ed that prices had not reverted to
their pre-Christmas levels.

Prices of food items had
generally gone up by about 30 per
cent. The 100 kilogramme bag of
rice sells at 150 Naira instead of
120 Naira before Christmas and a
similar bag of beans sells for bet-
ween 130 and 150 Naira instead of
200 Naira, while a bag of
Semovita sold at 17 Naira in-
stead of its previous 13 Naira.

Vegetable oil still sells at 14
Naira instead of 12 Naira while
the large packet of Omo
detergent sold for 12 naira as
against ils previous 9 Naira.

The big bag of wheat flour costs
between 66 and 70 Naira as
against its previous 45 Naira
while a kilogramme of beef re-
mained at nine Naira.

Mr. Christopher Chuku, a
trader told the New Nigerian at
Kaduna Central Market that
though there was liquidity
squeeze ‘‘the budget is better
than that of the previous year”.
saying that most market women
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believed the relief on fringe
benefits, payment of internal
debts as well as expected boost in

‘paid. employment would make

more money available to con-
sumers ‘‘in not too distant
future’’,

_Mr. Emeka Iwuji, another,
trader at the Kaduna Central
Market, attribnted the high cost
of food items, which had been ex-
pected to go down at this time of
the year as a result of the just
concluded harvests, to hoarding
by rich businessmen who went
Tound to buy those goods from
farmers and hoarded them until a
time of scarcity.

Another reason given by some
market women who requested
anonymity was that middlemen
constituted *‘a bottleneck bet-
ween the farmers and con-
sumers’’.

The women, however, main-
tained that they too had to make
‘‘our own arrears because
workers t0o don get increament.”’
‘They also argued that since
transport fares and markei levies
had gone up they were left with
only marginal profits.

At the central and Kawo motor
parks the New Nigerian observed
that transport tares had also gone
up by about 30 per cent on
popular routes. .

The fare to Sokoto by a Peugeot-

504 station wagon taxi which was
18 Naira before the Christmas, is
now 22 Naira. A driver, Malam
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Musa Mohammed, said the fare
for that route reached a record 30
Naira at the peak of Christmas
rush.

The fare to Kano by taxi is now
12 Naira as against 10 Naira
before the Christmas. The fare to
Makurdi is now 25 Naira as
against the previous 20 Naira,
Kaduna to Malumfashi is now
nine Naira as against the
previous four Naira while
Kaduna to Zaria which was three
Naira is now between 3.50 Naira

-and four Naira. Kaduna to
. Katsina by taxi now attracts 20

Naira as against the previous 18
Naira.

Mr. Chinedu Nweke, a driver
plying the Kaduna-Sokoto route
attributed the rise to- the
previously announced price in-
creases and the rising cost of
spare paris. .

He explained that the expected
hike in vehicle prices also in-
creased the cost of maintaining
existing ones as mechanics and
spare parts dealers also increase
their charges.

He estimated that he would
have to make “three trips before
I can buy a single tyre and ser-
vice the car. Before, I could doah
that with one trip”, he added.

He said the high cost of
maintenance had grounded so
many vehicles that ‘‘there are
more passengers than vehicles on
some routes’’, adding “we are in
fire and only God will saveus.”’




BABANGIDA LAUNCHES CONSTRUCTION OF KADUNA-KANO ROAD

Enugu DAILY STAR in English 31 Dec 86 p 16

[Article by Conrad Bosah]

[Text]

P RESIDENT Ibrahim,
Babatgida has. launched:
the muiti-miltion
Kano/Kaduna: dnal-cmim-
way.

The road which will run’
through Kaduns, Zaria and
:Keno would be constructed ata.
cost. of N175,536,601.60 by two

civil engirieering companies — .

Messrs Sterling (Nig.) Ltd.,
and Borino Prono (Nig.) Ltd.

Sterling {Nigetia) Limited will
undértake the 114.5 kuometm
Kaduna/Zaria section of the
road. while. the remaining 108
kilometres to Kano will be.

constructed by Borino Prono:.

Company Limited.

The pmdent said that the
road network traverses the.
most densely populated states:
in the federation (Kaduna and.
Kano) and which are, undoub-

tedly, the most industrialised’ - _

urban centres, after Lagos.
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He said that one of the most’

persistent complaint' of the;
. generality of the inhabitants of

those areas, as well as other:
road users, had been that ‘“this
road is in the most ignoble state
of  disrepair and- that
government .  should do
somgthing about it and as the:
complaint - became: . more
_persistent and.  loud, this
administration redoubled its
efforts to satisfy their yearn-
ings, marking the end of yearsi
"of uncertainty, frustration and!
-unfulfilled expectations.'”
 The pmldenl remarked that,
‘the federal * government had'
‘irivested billions of naira on
‘existing roads,

- ymént for' the -

He said' that- during: the
-curreht fiscal yedr, contracts:
worth about N350 millic—. - re
.awarded By the fec* SR
.«Atenance,
Jcpairs amd rehacilitation of
federal highways and bridges
ithroughout the country.

President Babangida said.
that this became necessary due
jto sharp drop in maintenance
Yvote. from N180 million in 1981
ito between ¥49.50 million in
-the' period 1983 to 1985, the
-penod which witnessed glaring
tde!enoﬂuon in- the condition
‘of roads in the conmry as a
‘whole. .

The préldent’ said that as
Aecessary: complengnt o tne-
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overall efforts in fevifipug the
economy in the area-of road
'transport, his adininistration
also accorded top priority to
the developmeént - of rural

‘roads, under the administra-

tion’s rural . devdopmcnt
programme.



GOVERNMENT RESTORES LEAVE, TRANSPORT ALLOWANCES

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 9 Jan 87 p 1

[Text]
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FEDERAL Govenrment has

approved the restoration of

‘some of the fringe benefits

suspended in 1984, -

This was contained in a cir-
cular issued in Lagos by the
Office of the Head of the Civil
Service of the Federation.

Transport allowance for of-
ficers on Grade level 12 and
above is now 55.50 Naira as
against the 37 Naira.

Officers on Grade level 9 to
11 will receive 45 Naira in-
stead of 30 Naira. Those on
Grade level seven and 8 will
be paid 35.75 Naira as against
22.50 Naira while officers on
Grade level'. one to six will get
30 Naira instead of 15 Naira.

On leave grants the circular
explained that officers on
grade level. 8 to 17 who - had
earlier heen paid 96 Naira will
now receive 192 Naira.

Those on level. 4—7 will be
entitled to 160 -Naira while of-
ficers.on Grade level ; 1~-3 will
receive 128 Naira.

A new rate of allowance of

" 10 kobo per kilometre has also

been approved as motor-cycle
allowance.

All other fringe benetfils pro-
vided or cancelled in 1984 re-
main unchanged.

The new henefits took effect
from the first of this month,
the circular said.
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FLIGHTS TO PORT HARCOURT ATRPORT SUSPENDED

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 30 Dec 86 p 13

[Text]
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Reason: Ite runaway is
in a terrible state of des~
rqnirr . :

A notics at the éabin
crew centre of the Murtala -

Muhammed Airport
stated that all flights to

" the Port Harcourt

e 8u edAka:i*rl;
w ‘suspend
further notics.

It was gathered yester-
‘day that Nigerin Airways
flight WT 100 and 102 to
Port . Harcourt were
cancelled .yesterday

As a result

-hundreds of Port

Harcourt bound. paseen-

gors wero stranded yester-

day: at the Murtala
Airport,

‘Mubammed

At 7 p.m, yesterday two
flights WT 106 and 104

49

director of the Nigerian
Airports Authority,
Group Captain Bolaji-

David, could not be reach-
ed for comments
yesterday.
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AIRSTRIP FOR YANKARI GAME RESERVE

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 7 Jan 87 p 16

[Text]
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THE Yankari Game Reserve
and Tourism Company Ltd. is to
construct a 200,000 Naira-airstrip
at Yankari in Baucln State to at-
tract more tourists and boost
revepue,the company’s manag-
ing ~Director, Mr. Lanre
Awoseyin, said in Yankari.

Speaking on the co 'S
plans, Mr. Awoseyin toid the
News. Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
that: work on the airstrip would

goon- and would- be- com*-

begirn-
pleted in 10 months.
He said although the project’s

estimated cost was 200,000 Naira,
to con--

the: company intended
struct the airstrip by direct
labour as this would bring down:
costs to less than one-third of
P Mir. Awossyin said since he
said since
assumed office in ©October last
year the company-had been cut-

-ting: costs. by "abandoning con-:

tracts and usiog direct labour to’
achieve its ob]ectives :

- -According to Mr. AWoseym,.the :

management -of the reserve had:
embarked on the construction of
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two “ standard tennis courts
valued at 35,000 Naira.

He said the state govememnt :

had also awarded a contract for
the building of a squash hall, as

panofltseffortstomakethe

reserve more attractive to

tourists, by expandmg recrea-

tional facilities.

He said the management was
also planning to build a golf
course and that it had already ap-

proached | some compama to
spomor the Sna ‘

He added that it was the desire
of the mgmgem;ept of the &mrve

to provide a wide range of spor-
ting facilities: to make the game

reserve' a proﬁt-onented ven-
ture. :

Towards this end, he said, “‘we
are planning to introduce a moter
rally similar to the East African

Safari rally in Kenya’.
© “Yankari Game Reserve is a.
e motor-

gold mine and when
Jally takes off, it will be the
greatest thing to happen to
tourism in this country’’, Mr.
Awoseyin said.
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INFORMATION MINISTER DEFENDS DEFENSE BUDGET

Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 8

[Text]
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.HE current alloca-
- tion' of N717.700.000
Defenco Ministry is.in
order, Information Minis-
ter, Mr. Tony Momoh,
said in Lagos yesterday.
He said, Nigeria as tha
largest and most populous
country in Africa could

not afford to be: caught .

napping should any - war
break out... .

Mr. Momoh who. was
spetlnng to: the Daily-
‘Times'in an interview said
it wag. absurd for anyone
to criticisqthe allocation:
considering the fact that
Nigeria occupies the num-
ber one position in Afnea

ber one country in Africa
and the place where: you
have’the largest concen-
tration of biack people on
earth should be in a posi-
tion to defend its rights
and territorial integrity "’

He said, ‘“‘anywhere in
the world today, you don’t
just defend by words. of
mouth, you defend with
arms and nobody ‘can
deny that Nngam needs a
_very strong army’’.

Mr. Momoh pointed out
that although, he was not
a war monger, “I am only
saying that the best way

.to maintain peace is to
prepare for war’

.He remarked that the
defence got less than whet
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it was given last year.
Mr. Momoh argued that

‘a large percéntage of the.

budgetary allocation to
defence goes in for salary,
pensions and other gratm-
ties of retired and serving
men and officers.

“The amount is not’

high but the fact is that it
‘has’ to relate to our re-

_sources; and i is because-
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it relates to resouces that
you have some people

. saying it is high”’

Also speaking on the
same issug, a member of
the Armed Foroes Ruling

- Council (AFRC) Colonel

David Mark stated- that

" the vote granted -defence

was not as high as V]
think o g as people
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FORMER AIR CHIEF ON DEFENSE BUDGET, MILITARY NEEDS

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 20 Jan 87 pp 1, 3

[Article by Emman Okon]

[Text]

A FORMER Chief of Air
Staff, Alr Vice-Marshal
John Yisa-Doko (rtd), has
said the increasa Ig this
year's defence hudge?
would be justified only if
much emphasis was
placed on the main-
tenance of our weapons,
provision of basic in-
frastructure and train-
ing of military person-
nel.

He told the New Nigerian In
Kaduna that it served no pur-

pose if the Ministry of

Defencé continued to buy
sophisticated military equip-
ment  which could hot be
repaired by local technicians
whenever they broke down.
-He added that buying “an
equipment which has little or
rio chance of repairs could on-
ly be equated to buying a
sophisticated video machine
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which tould not be repaired.”
'He.' said - effective
maintenance system would
conserve ‘our foreign ex-
change and minimise waste of
our scarce resources.

, Marshagf Yisa-Doko said the’

Minist Defence should order
the Defence Industries Corpora-
tion (DIC) and also commission
some Tocal manufacturers
through- the advice of Manufac-:
turers’ Association: of Nigeria:
(MAN) to produce’some: of: our:
military hardware: and: equip-
ment such as metallic com:
ponents, plast